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Class Syllabus

“Linguistics for Dummies”




Students Learning Objectives

This course will help you understand
some of the primary streams of linguistics:
what language is for (communication),
how language works (pattern formation),
what language reveals about the mind
(cognition), and how written language
shapes society (technology).




Lessons to
be Covered

Get to know the

basics — determine the
traits that all languages
share and get to know
the design features which
ensure that language can
convey meaning

Explore the evolution of
language — consider
now new languages are
born, chart how
anguage changes over
time, and examine how
languages are lost

Discover the building
blocks of language —
investigate how individual
speech sounds combine to
form words, which form
sentences, and how those
are strung together to
make conversation

Study the relationship
between the human
brain and language —
find out how children and
adults learn language and
how language activates
your brain
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Requirements
for Class

Problem sets (50% of class grade)

There will be a problem set due twice a week, and it
will be posted on Google Classroom. Homework is to

be turned in on the due date via the Google Classroom
platform.

Class Participation (30% of class grade)

You are required to participate and get involved In
every class. There will be a 30% participation

component of your grade. Please do your best come to
class every time and on time.

Oral Review (20% of class grade)

Each group will be responsible for reviewing ONE
chapter from the material and PPT is required.



Why this course?

]fyou have ever wondered why you have a hard time undevstanding someone’s accent.
Or Lf you had noticed that your dad uses ﬁmny old expressions that you’d never think of using.
Or, Lf you’ve been amused on an infan‘c Just ’oeginning to make words.

Then this course is fov you.’




